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What Would Jesus Do with
the World Wide Web?
By Cicely Corry
Tuesday, October 29, marked 50 years
since the first internet transmission took
place. Back then, UCLA professor Leonard
Kleinrock and his student were only able to
send the letters “lo” from one computer to
another before the system crashed—three
letters short of their intended word: login.
But never question humble beginnings.
Today, the internet can be accessed faster
than ever by more than 4.3 billion users
around the world. This means ample
opportunity to stay connected and share
ideas—but sometimes, too much
opportunity.
Though the internet isn’t all bad, realities
like adult content, cyberbullying and hate
speech are increasing. Mindless scrolling
can also get in the way of productivity.
But, as the Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association has found through its social
media accounts and internet evangelism
ministry “Search for Jesus,” many people
are looking online for answers to some of
life’s toughest questions—including why
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they were created and questions about God
and heaven.
That’s why it’s important to be a light for
Christ despite toxic behavior that often
goes along with online conversations.

Here are 3 ways to make a
difference when online
behavior goes bad:
1. Be Uplifting
Much of today’s internet use is spent on
social media sites like Facebook. These
popular platforms give us a way to feel
connected despite being apart—and they’re
driven by the desire for community. People
want to feel their family and friends—even
strangers—care.
So when you see someone sharing a
struggle online, say something. Comment
with a prayer or encouraging Bible verses.
Consider sending a private message,
especially if you can relate to what he or
she is going through. Or if you have a
personal connection, give the person a call.
You never know how these simple gestures
could inspire someone. And you can always
share helpful resources that point to God if
you don’t quite know what to say.
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These tips also apply when a person
shares good news. Don’t be afraid to
publicly celebrate someone’s success,
whether you’re close or not. This can
present a great opportunity to talk
about God’s love and provision.
2. Turn the Other Cheek
Have you ever found yourself verbally
attacked online? Because of the perceived
anonymity of the internet, many people are
more outspoken or confrontational than
they would be in person. First, do a heart
check and make sure this isn’t you.
If you witness an online bully or “troll”
(someone lurking only to stir up trouble),
pause and consider whether it’s worth a
response. Oftentimes, it’s better to ignore
these distractions, or respond in love rather
than retaliate.
Romans 12:17 (NASB) says, “Never pay
back evil for evil to anyone.” Whether it’s
devastating news or tragedy you read about
on the internet or a random online encounter with someone on a mission to be
hurtful, God can help us to remain calm
and loving. Ask Him to transform your
heart so this is your first instinct over anger
or hate.
3. Counter Lies with God’s Truth
“Don’t believe everything you read on
the internet.” This quote has been jokingly
attributed to Abraham Lincoln. It’s true,
there are many lies floating around online,
and some of them are about God, His
Word and what faith in Christ means.
As tempting as it may be to remain quiet,
it’s imperative you don’t hide your faith in
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Christ—especially when your faith is being
challenged. God calls us to be unashamed
of the Gospel and gives us many tools to
share His truth—including the internet.
Trust that He’ll guide you as you stand firm.
Through it all, remember God’s
sovereignty and that, even when it seems
evil is winning online or elsewhere, Jesus
already won the battle.
As Billy Graham once said, “Thank God
for every tool He gives us to declare the
life-changing message of Jesus Christ to a
world that desperately needs Him. And pray
that Satan’s efforts will be seen for what
they are, leading only to corruption and
emptiness and death.”

Thanksgiving
John C. Whitcomb
The Command
God commands us to give Him thanks
for everything He has done, is doing, and
will do for us! “Be anxious for nothing,
but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God…” (Phil. 4:6). “...in
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everything give thanks; for this is God’s
will for you in Christ Jesus” (1Thess.
5:18). “First of all, I urge that…
thanksgiving be made on behalf of all
men…” (1 Tim. 2:1). “Always giving
thanks for all things in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the
Father…” (Eph. 5:20).
The Problem
But this is not the normal response of
the sinful heart of man! Even in times of
health and prosperity, do we genuinely
thank God for what He has given us? One
day, our Lord cleansed ten lepers who
cried out to Him, “Jesus, Master, have
mercy on us!” But only one of the ten
came to Jesus to thank Him! Our Lord
asked him “were there not ten cleansed?
But the nine, where are they? ...And He
said to him, ‘Rise, and go your way; your
faith has made you well’” (Luke 17:1119). As in the entire nation of Israel, many
thousands were physically healed by the
Lord Jesus, but relatively few really
believed in Him as God and Savior.
In fact, from the beginning of the
world, even in the hearts of our first
parents, Adam and Eve, “though they
knew God, they did not honor Him as
God, or give thanks; but they become futile in their speculations, and their foolish
heart was darkened. Professing to be wise,
they became fools” (Rom. 1:21-22).
Thankfulness Even in Difficult
Circumstances
While inside the body of a gigantic

fish, deep in the Mediterranean Sea, with
“weeds wrapped around my head,” the
disobedient prophet Jonah cried out, “I
will sacrifice to Thee with the voice of
thanksgiving” (Jonah 2:5-9). In response
to that amazing prayer “the LORD
commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah
up onto the dry land” (vs. 10).
And what about the prophet Daniel?
When threatened with death in a lion’s
den for offering a prayer “to any god or
man” beside the king of Medo-Persia,
Daniel “entered his house...and he
continued kneeling on his knees three
times a day, praying and giving thanks before his God, as he had been doing previously” (Dan. 6:6-10).
Thus, in every conceivable
circumstance, “let us continually offer up
a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the
fruit of lips that give thanks to His name”
(Heb. 13:15). Why? Because “we know
that God causes all things to work
together for good to those who love
God?” (Rom. 8:28).
In Eternity
What will believers be doing in
heaven? We will be saying, “Blessing and
glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and
honor and power and might, be to our
God forever and ever” (Rev. 7:12). So let
us ask God to help us today to thank Him
for His infinite grace and love in sending
His Son to pay in full the penalty for our
sins which we could never pay! What a
gift! Yes, “Thanks be to God for His
indescribable gift!” (2 Cor. 9:15).
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Quotes to Make You Smile:
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“Before you judge a man, walk a mile in
his shoes. After that, who cares? He’s a
mile away and you’ve got it shoes!” – Billy
Connolly

“My mind is like my internet browser.
19 tabs open with 3 of them frozen and I
have no idea where the music is coming
from.”

“High heels were invented by a woman
who had been kissed on the forehead.” –
Christopher Morley

“I used to think I was indecisive but
now I’m not too sure.”

“I dream of a better tomorrow, where
chickens can cross the road and not be
questioned about their motives.” – Ralph
Waldo Emerson

“Online shopping gives me a reason to
live for 3-5 more business days.”
“I’m not arguing, I’m just explaining
why I’m right.”
“Yes officer, I did see that speed limit
sign. I just didn’t see you!”
“I didn’t go to the gym today. That
makes five years in a row!”
“Some days I amaze myself. Other days
I look for my phone while I’m talking on
it.”
“The Bible says, ‘the lion shall lay
down with the lamb.’ But it never said the
lamb would get much sleep.”
“I always wanted to be somebody, but I
see now I should have been more
specific.” – Lilly Tomlin
“If you think nobody cares about you,
try missing a couple of payments.”
– Steven Wright

“When I die, I want to die like my
grandfather who died peacefully in his
sleep. Not screaming like all the passengers
in his car.” – Will Rogers
“Always go to other people’s funerals,
otherwise they won’t come to yours.” –
Yogi Berra
-------------------------The farmer’s wife sold her surplus
butter to a grocer. On one occasion, the
grocer told her, “your butter was underweight last week.”
She replied, “That’s interesting. My
scale was broken so I used the pound of
sugar you sold me to measure my butter.
-------------------------A patient said to the doctor, raising his
left arm, “It hurts when I do that.”
“Okay,” the doctor said, “don’t do
that.”
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